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ORIGINAL. 


AMBULATOR, No. 3. 

I HAVE often heard it remarked, and now experi- 
ence the truth of the obfervation, that we are not al- 
ways ina writing humor—that at fome times our ideas 
are more fluent than at others. J have been confider- 
ing the caufe of this difference, ever fince I fat down, 
without being able to come to any decifton, Certain it 
is that fome cause mutt exift, as an effect is produced. 
But as I am not competent to the inveftigation, nor 
have Linclination to enter into either phyfical or meta- 
phyiical enquiries, I fhall not attempt an elucidation, 


Perhaps fome friend, more able than myfelf may favor 
ns with his opinions. 





ee 


Fortunately for-my barren imagination, I this infant 
received a letter from my friend Steady ; the fubje& 


Lt 
of which, as well as the writer’s refpeciability, demand 


attention. 


Mr. Ambulator, 


T AM an old man, lately fettled in th! 
town, where I purpofe ending my days. Patline aloy 


the itreet laft week, a quarrel between two lads at the 
market houfe, attracled my attention, and { halted; 

when fuch] anguage wasm ade ule of b y both parties; ff ch 
oaths and4 mprecations, that my old Mood was chile d, 
and I remained fome time petrified with afonili VE Dts 
I have fince encuired whether fuch language w: 
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X42 Ambulator. 


informed the example of too many encourage the prac- 
tice. ‘The obje€l of this letter, Mr. Ambulator, 3 is; to 
regueft that you will devote one number to hold that 
immoral, as well as ridiculous-cuftom, up to public view, 
in all its deformity—to admonifh thofe who have the 
charge of youth, that on them will the ftigma of rear- 
ing boys in this difgraceful practice fall, unlefs they 
make site of every preventativ e within tees reach. 
Your Friend, 


SIMON STEADY. 


I can affure my correfpondent, I have not been a fi- 
ent obferver of the too prevailing cuftom of which he 
oa ins In my daily ~ profane expreflons 

have often faluted my ears I have lectured, cauti- 
oned, and exhorted, but it was like casting pearls before 
swine, for my sdidéditions were attended with fuch 
little fuccefs, that I defpair of reforming any of my au- 
ditors. Not only in the f rects have my feelings been 
harrowed up by them—bet in private companies—Nor 
does the ‘pret fence of Ladies deter fome of our full-bred 
Bucks, from what they efteem * Polite Swearing.” — 
tlow long the fair will liften to fuch profanation ‘With. 
out fhewing their difpleafure, is uncertain—but I fuf- 
pect it mult become unfafhionable before they treat its 
authors with the contempt they merit; unlefs ‘the mark- 
ed difapprobation. of an old man, whofe hoary locks 
command refpe@t).and whofe opinion they may vene- 
rate, mould “aeroty its due weight with them.—He has 
declared the practice to be ** Immoral, ridiculous, and 
éiferaceful.” 





If our Bloods are determined to perfevere, I would 
recommend the propofition of Roderick Thunderbolt, 
ot New-York, which follows— 

Lr. Ldttor, ny 

Tt is certain that our language has under- 
grone a material change within the fpace of acentury or 
-wo palt, and as that change has not been recognized in 
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dur colleges or academics, I think it’ hizh time it 
fhould excite fome attention. 

A profufionof epithets and expreilions have been in- 
troduced into the language, both by the fafiionable and 
vulgar claffes of fociety, and have in the courte of 
time been adopted by both. It pains me to perceive 
the extreme ungracefulnefs with which they are gener- 
ally ufed; how often they are il-tined or mifplaced. 

Yo correét this gtievance, which mutt be fentbly felt 
by every admirer of pure language, I would tuggeit the 
expedience of eftablifhing an academy, entitled the 
Swearing Academy. Here the fcholars fhould be rank- 
ed in different clafes, according to their proficiency. 

They fhould be taught the politive, comparative, anc 
fuverlative degrees of fwearing. What kinds of oaths 
are the moft original and fafhionable—-what the appro- 
priate accent and countenance with which they fhould 
be applied—and the different ftyle of {wearing that 
fhould be ufed towards the barber who icratches your 
ehin, and the ruffian who breaks your head. 

Children of any age fhould be admitted, who fhould 
firft be inducted into the ftudy, with the innocent words 
of——quiz him—fmoke him—hoax him—they might then 
rife to the more fonorous terms of—curfe himn—d—n hint 
—and at length arrive to the moft magnificent terms of 
obfecration. 3 

Our pretty gentlemen might thus be learned the true 
_ art of {wearing in a graceful and appropriate manner, 

free from that vulgarity which they often adopt through 
miftake. 

As Iam informed that fome of the fair fex have late- 
ly thought proper to engraft this pleafing cuftom on 
their former ftock of accomplifhinents, and begin now 
and then tolifp an oath in the prettieft manner imagina- 
ble—I think an out-door tutor might be appointed to 
the academy, who fhould wait upon the ladies at their 
houfes, and inftruct them on moderate terms. ‘The tu- 
tor fhould have a foft voiee and delicate mouth, that he 
might the more eafily learn them the neceffury modula. 
tions of tone, and the true manner of arranging their 
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feet little lips. to the occafion, fo that the oaths, foft- 
ened toa gentle demme, might drop like manna frona 
them. Such a tutor I have in my eye—the dear crea- 
ture has on his fide all the advantages of a fathionable 
acquaitance, and generally graces one. ot the fide box- 
es of our theatre. 

For the initruction of the poorer clafs of cit'zens, 
who cannot a%ord to attend on week days, 1 would have 
a Sunday fchovol inftituted ander fimilar regulations, on- 
ly that the oaths might be coarfer and better adapted to 
wheir circumftances in life. 

R. THUNDERBOLT. 
—tae ! OP a 
SELECTIONS. 





KOTZEBU:r’s ACCOUNT 
OF THE . 


ILLNESS AND. DEATH OF HIS WIFE, 


{irom his flight to Paris—in the Autumn of 1792. J 





(Continued from paze 140.) 

ON the fourteenth the was fomewhat indifpofed. We 
believed this to bea matter of no confequence, onlv oc- 
cafioned by the milk, and were fatisfied nature relieves 
herfelf in.various ways. On the fifteenth fhe again ap- 
peared quite well. Stilldo I fee her, when, after hav- 
ing foent'a very uneafy night with the idea of her indi 
polition. at five o’clock in the morning I ftole fofily into 
her chamber, and. crept to the fide of her bed, full of 
anxiety tolearn fome tidings of her. She ftretched out 
her arms to me, and caifed herfelf up, affured me that 
the was then perfectly free. from complaint. Oh. bletl- 


ed affurance | once more my mind wasin a ftate of com- 
pofure. [afterwards read to her a feene of a drama I 


was writing, for I always made her unfophificated 


feelings the teit by which 1 proved the real merit or de- 
merit of my works. What did not draw a tear from her 
eyes, I blotted out. Alas! to whole fgelings can I re- 
fer in future !—-My tutelar genius has forfaken me '-— 


My fire is extinguifhed ! ; | 
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fhe liftened to meon this morning with her accuftom- 
ed attention and pleafure; fae gave her opinion upon the 
work as ulual, her mind never appeared more clear or 
acute. Never! Oh, never wiil the piece of which this 
fcene wasa part, be finifhed! I thoulditart. back with 
horror were the fatal pages ever again to fall into my 
hands! The bare idea of adding anocher line to them 
gives mea feeling of criminality. 1 could not for all the 
treafures this world affords, endure to hear that part re- 
peated which [ read to her.. ‘he reco'leétion of her 
nod of approbation as I proceeded, would harrow up 
my foul! For, Oh! it was the lait approving nod Lever 
can receive from her. 3 

On the jixteenth the began to complain of exceffive 
faintnefs, and from. this day her fituation. coniantly, 
grew more alarming. | became extremely anxious about 
her, ani calledin the advice of my old univerfity friend 
the chicf phyfician Hufeland, in aid.of Mr. Buchholz, 
who had hitherto been.our fole attendant... The difor- 


der rapidly increafed, her fever grew hourly higher, and’ 


fhe was at times delirious... ‘Three days, which to me 
femed like an eternity, thus. paifed on, when my auxie- 
ty became intolvrable.. 

On the twentieth, [ haftened early in the morning to 
Jena, to call. in the affittance of the celebrated dr. Starke, 
who was my intimate friend, and.of whofe medical {kill 
Thad the. highelt. opinion. Thus I thought nothugz 
would be neg rleSted. on. my part to fave a life: fo déatien 
and this refleGtion has been my fole fource of confo- 
lation in the midit of my defpairatherlofs. Heaven 

only knows. what [ fuffered: on this.expedition. M 
fancy could not forbear to dwell on the moft dreadful 
images which, thouxh then merely ideal, were, alas ! but 
too foon to be realized. 

My friend was fo good as to return with me immedi- 
ately, and I was back again at Weimar, accompanied by 
him, within five hours from my departure. He found 

my I’rederica very ill, but yet did mot think her cafe by 

any means hopelets, and I once more began to breathe 
freely. Cathartics aad Diaphoretics were adwiniltered, 
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She was become from delirium very peevith and obfti- 
nate, nor would take any thing but: from my hands.— 
Oh, with what trembling hands: did I reach her the 
glafs'with the medicine, but the kiffed me when the had 
taken it, and my foul could: not but find fome confola- 
tion in this teftimony, that amid the frowardnefs of dif- 
eafe, and wanderings of diftraction, her affeCtion for me 
remained pure and undiminiihed as ever. aol 

On this day, my drama of Miisanihropy and Repen- 
tance was perforined.- Imentiton this circumftance only 
to introduce an anecdote, which,-even amid the anguith 


' I then endured, gave me afenfation of pleafure. About 


eighty of the ftudents:at Jena came over to fee the play. 
Tt was the ufual cuftom of thefe: young men; upon fuch 
occafions, after having attended the theatre, to have a 
jolly fupper together fomewhere, and about midnight 


‘to-return home, not without much noife, and hallowing 


and clapping, all which we ufed to hear in full perfec- 
7 through the fvect where I lived, 


7 


On this night alone, nota fingle carriage or horfe pafled 


ty houfe, the whole party went quietly out of town by 


fome other road, that they might not difturb my fuffer- 
ing wife. I mentioned this circumftance to her in the 
morning—fhe feeined pleafed with the attention, and I 
take this opportunity of publiely returning my grateful 
acknowledgments to the gentlemen for it. 

On the twenty-firft and-twenty-fecond, my Frederica 
continued much the fame. I fent an exprefs both morn- 
ings to Dr. Starke with an account of the fituation of 
his patient.. I fcarcely ever quitted her bedfide, and 
experienced: fome fatisfaction at finding that fhe did not 
im general:appear to have any apprehenfion of danger. 
Once only-as I embraced her, and laid my cheek to hers, 
not being able to reftrain my tears, fhe feemed for a mo- 
ment to be ftruck witha degree of anxious folicitude. 
This, however, foon vanifhed again, as 1 wiped my eyes 
and endeavored to refuiné a countenance of hope and 
ferenity. Indeed tier delirium was commonly fo ftrong, 
that it was impoflible for her to be fenfible of her fitua- 
tion. 
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On the twenty-third fhe was eafier and better. This 
gave me very flattering hopes. I went to bid much 
more compoled, and for the firft time fince her illnefs 
had fome quiet fleep. But the next morning about half 
paft four, 1 was awakened by the maid with the dread- 
ful intellisence that her miftrefs was much worle. Oh 
God! with what horrible feelings did I {pring out of 
-bed and haiten to her room! I found her extremely un- 
eafy. She complained of exceflive pain at her heart, 
in her breaft, in her back, and particularly in the right 
-fide about the lungs. She breathed very fhort, and her 
cheeks were extremely flufhed. For fome days, I had 
obferved this fymptom with great anxiety, but the day 
before had been much confoled about it. 

I trembled fotiat I couldfcarcely ftand, for I thought 
her almoft at her -laft hour, and knew not what was to 
be done. ‘The nurfe and maid were the only people in 
the room with me. The latter I .difpatched to Mr. 
Bucholz, who was fo goodas to come immediately, and 
foon after came my mother and Madame Mufzus, the 
widow of my excellent friend the profeffor. We rub- 
bed the body of the poor fufferer all over with flannel, 
particularly thofe parts where fhe complained moft of 
pain. She found this a confiderable relief, the pain 
abated, and fhe affured us fhe was much eafier. 

Oh how was-my heart, in thefe anxious hours, tofled 
about between hopes and fears ! Yet fo horrible to me 
was the idea of the irreparable lofs I was about to fuf- 
tain, that how much foever appearances threatened that 
event, I could not perfuade myfelf that it was poflible it 
fhould take place. <A ftill, fmall voice, feemed continu. 
ally to whilper in my ear, this cannot be !—This afflic- 
tion were twogreat to be endured !—Fate cannot infli& 
upon thee fo fevere a misfortune !—She may deprive 
thee of thy children, of thy property, but affuredly fhe 
will fpare thy wife! Ah that [ could but have trafhcked 
thus with fate !—-Could thus have purchafed from death 
his devoted victim ! » 

‘Ube phyfician -hoped, that the alarming fymptom 
which had ery preceded only the breaking ort o 
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an eruption. How did I watch my beloved wife every 
hioment, to examiue if nothing of this kind was to be 
perceived ; when, about noon, after repeated difappoint- 
ments, 1ome {pets at laft app eared. My tranfport was 
snexprefiible. I ran mnmediately ‘to both phyficians 
with the happy tidings, and wept hke a child. ‘They 
fharedin my gdh rie hopes, and co: jured me, for God’s 
fake, upon ne confideration to lec her be taken out of 
bed. Hitherto the had frequently zot up to have her 
bed made, and however we fometimes wilhed her not to 
be difturbed,-fhe was fo extremely defirous of it, that 
it was fcarcely poflible to put it off. I now, therefore, 
never flirred froin her room, fince her Jove for nie was 
fo much more powerful than her difeafe, that when I 
tenderly intreated, fhe even gave this up. At night I 
Jaiddown in the room with my clothes on; when Mad- 
ame WMufzeus, who upon this mclancholy occafion, prov- 
ed herfelf a moft fincere friend, promifed faithfully, 
that if fhe appeared the leaft unealy, I‘fhould be-inflant- 
ly awakened. 
(To be Continued.) 
2 —_—— 


NOVELS. 








OF all the gratifications of which the human mind is 
fufceptible, perhaps there is none more varied, diffufive, 
and feducing, than what arifes from reading. “The ac- 
tive and enquiring mind, which may from circumftances 
be prevented from gleaning knowledge, by ftudying the 
world at: large, felzes with avidity the information which 
books afford. Thofe who mix in the adiive {cenes of 
life, who, from their fituation and purfuits, have daily 
an opportunity of reading men and manners, in the 
ith volu:ne of fociety, will refort to the advice and ex- 

niple of the wife and good of former ages, tranfnvited 
‘a poferity 1 in the volumes of able writers. ‘The plea- 
fures arifing from an attentive perufal of well chofen 
books, 1s of the moft rational, exalted kind ; it keeps 
the mental faculties in thet flate of a&ivity, which is as 
nereflary to the fanity of the mind, as walking, riding, 
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&c. is to the health of the body. But thovghthe ples- 
fures and advantages arifing from reading are very great 
and numerous, yet when attention is not paid to the ju- 
dicious felection of authors, when every book is indi, 
criminately perufed without regard to matter or ityle, 
inftead of improving the underftanding, it ferves only to 
confufe and weaken it.. Muttitudes of half formed 
incongruous ideas will float on the furface of the ima- 
ir without enabling the poffeflor to adduce one 


ound argument in defence of any fentiment, or thelis. 
which they may wifhto defend. Perhaps there is no-- 


thing of more effential confequence to the next gene- 


ration, than the kind of reading the youth of both fexes: 
are allowed to indulge in, in thiss It is much to be la-- 


mented that every arrival from Europe brings an im- 


portation of folly, impertinence, vice, immorality and: 


impiety, into every metropolis throughout the union, 
under the fpecious name of works of imagination, works 
of amufement, commonly called NoveLs—and from our 
metropolis make their way into the country towns, and 
even into the houfes of our farmers- and laboring hut- 


bandmen. Thefe works are particularly fafcinating to. 


yeung perfons of ardent imaginations; they contaia 
accounts of what was faid and done by great perfon- 
ages on all occafions ;.the untutored country maid is 
delighted to hear how. my lord talked, and how my lady 
fainted ; how dreadfully Mifs was in love, how her 
cruel rather forbid her lover the houfe, locked her up, 
to prevent her throwing herfelf into the arms of a li- 
bertine, and how chariningly fhe outwitted her anxious 
parents and run-away with him , and how, after giving 
every poffible proof of want of filial duty, want of mo- 
ral and religious principle ;- in fhort, want of every 
quality that can render a human being refpeQtable —the 
hero and heroine are made very rich, and immeniely 
happy—every body that had opppofed their perverie- 
inclinations being killed out of the way.—And thefe- 
dele€table farragos are too often replete with fcenes,. 
and language, which the female ear fliould never be: 
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profaned by liftening to, or the eye of chaflity ever fuf- 
fered to glance upon ; and with opinions, which, ope- 
rating onthe young flexible mind, ttrikes at the very 
root of the chriftian religion; frequently ridiculing all 
religion as abfurd, and pretending to elevate human na- 
ture, in effect degrades it almoft to a level with brutes. 
What can be expected from -men and women, who in 
early life imbibe tuch pernicious. priaciples. How my 
heart aches when I fee lovely girls juit emerged from 
childhood, nay, fometimes not more than ten or twelve 
years of age, allowed to hive free acces to the circula- 
ting libraries, and fuffered to reud whatever book, 
chance or fafhion may putinto their hands; for there 
are fafhionable novels, as well as fafhionable head-dref- 
fes, and the young ladies of the prefent day, would be 
as much afhamed of not having the infide of their heads 
decorated with the tinfel of fentiment, philofophical 
difcriminations, to.prove wrong right, and the wifdom 
of our forefathers folly, with which the fathionable 
works abound; as they would toappear in public, with- 
out having the outfide adorned by an auburn or yellow 
Codicil or Elastic. However, they have fome excufe 
for the latter, as auburn or yellow trefles are undoubt- 
edly classical beauties. —1 will it was thought of confe- 
quence enouch by parents in general, unanimoufly to 
agree, and feek jome judicious well educated fenfible 
perfor, of geod moral character, re‘izious without en- 
thufiafm, havirg clear ideas of right and. wrong, yet 


free from formality and rigour—let fuch a perlon be 


appeinted, for a genteel compenfation, to be railed by 
fubfcription, toread every. new work tliat comes intoa 
town, and never fuffer their children to perufe them, 
until the opinion of this literary Cezsor is publicly 
announced. 

I would not be thought in this to condemn all Novets 
inditeriminately, far trom.it—I have sead nevels, and 
thofe from female pens, from which both pleafure and 
inftru€tion might be gleaned; but of the multitudinous 
throng which crowd the libraries, perhaps not one in 
twenty could be ranked in this clas. Far be it fom 
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me.to range the works of Mifs Burney, Mifs Lee, or 
Mrs. Brooke, among the pernicious productions of ima- 
gination. ‘There are fome novels alfo from the pen of 
a lady, whom I know not how to term with propriety 
either European or American, (Mrs. Rowson) which 


might be read with advantage, efpecially by females ;. 


buteven her works are not without dangerous tenden- 
cy, and perhaps of all her numerous productions, there 
are not more than three which could by an impartial 
cenfor be recommended... Reuden and Rachel, an hifto- 
rical romance 1s the beft 5, Charlotte and the Ingutsitor, 
have a confiderable degree of merit.. Evelina, Cecelia, 
Camiila, from the pen of Milfs Burney ; Fulta Man- 
deville, &c. from. Mrs Brooke, who was the author of 
the beautifully fimple, muical entertainments of Voasz- 
na and Marian; the Recess from the pen of Milfs 
Tee, are unexceptionable.— Phere are a number of 
Books from the elegant pen of other novelilts worthy of 
attention, but their gr-atett merit is, that they repre- 
fent human life as itis. he firit beauty of works of 
fancy is, to keep as near truth as poflible. To. paint 
men and manners, fo as not to miilead the inexperience 
ed heart, or vitiate the yet untutored judginent, yet not 
to draw the curtain from before fcenes which difplay-. 
ed, may corrupt, but canuot amead the morals, 


Omne tulit pun&um qui mifuit utile dulci,, 
Lectorem delectanda, pariterque monendo, 
Hic meret gra liber Soflis, hicet mare tranfit,. 
Et longum noto {criptori prorogat evum 


Hor. ** Artof Poetry.” 


which may be thus tranflated: 

** By niixing ufefulnels with what is amufing, we 
charm all. improve and delight at the fame time.— 
* Thefe are the volumes which ougét to enrich book-. 
'fellors, be tranfported acrofs the ocean with applaufe, 
-and bring immortal fame to the authors.”—I have 
inférted the words ougds to, for I am well convinced 
they do not always have that effi. 


It may be thought a. perfon fitted for the office of 
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152. Letter of Columbus. 


literary Cenfor, would be hard to find. Perhaps fo— 
but furely parents themfelves might occafionally join 
the tafk. Mothers who read a new novel fhould afk 
themfelves, fhould [like my daughter to think, {peak 


and act as the heroine, or fome prominent charaéter 


there reprefented does?. If confcious propriety anfwers 
no! then forbid them to read it ; not by the pofitive 
command of “ you mnft not,” and * fhall not,” but by 
the milder adjuration of, “ I think it will not pay you 
** for yourtrouble. It is inconfiftent, immoral, and 
** unworthy attention. You may employ your time to 
more advantage.” —I am perfuaded with fucha plan 
put in execution, it would obviate much of the danger- 
ous confequences of immoral writings, and tend at 


ence to the happinefs and rationality of fociety in gen-- 
eral, 1 


6b 
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LETTER OF COLUMBUS... 
Translated from the French. 





THE letter we prefent to our readers bears every 
mark of authenticity ; it.is extracted from a manufcript 
found at Jamaica, and appears to have been written 
after the laft'voyage of Columbus, at. an epoch when 
having completed his rich and important diflcoveries of 
Veragua, Mexico, and all the coaft of Terra Firma, 
from the Gulph of Honduras, to the mouth of the Oro- 
noko, he was conftrained by the ruinous ftate of his vef- 
fels to go: afhore on Jamaica, where he fuffered all the 
extremes of mifery. Cruelly tormented with the gout, 
abandoned by the greateft part of his crews, his: pro- 
vifions exhaufted, and expofed to conftant war with the 
natives, he had noother refource than fending informa- 
tion of his condition to St. Domingo. He difpatched 
a confidential fervant in. an Indian canoe, who was 
probably the bearer of the following letter, and papers 
mentioned in it, and which happily arrived at their 
deitined place ; but it does not appear that theJetter 
ever reached the courtof Spain. 
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‘CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS, 
TO THE 
KING OF SPAIN. 


Jamaica, 1508. 

‘“ FROM Diego Mendes,.and the papers I fend by 
chim, your Majeity will learn the richnefs of the god 
mines I have difcovered in the province of Veragua, 
and the intentions I had formed of leaving my brother 
at the river Berlin, if the viciflitudes of life and the 
decrees of heaven had permitted. — Whatever may hap- 
pen, it is of little importance to the unfortunate Co- 
lumbus, whether the honor of finifhing thefe difcove- 
ries and forming eftablifhments be referved for fome 
one, happier than himfelf, provided your Majefty and 
your fucceffors reap the glory and the advantage. If 
by God’s permiffion, Mendes arrives in Spain, 1 doubt 
not that he will fucceed in convincing your Majetty, 
and my auguft miftrefs, that it is not a chateau and park 
that I have added to your dominions, but a whole 


world, with innumerabie fubjects, a foil fertile beyond. 


example, riches exceeding all the imagination can con- 
ceive, or avarice covet. 

** But alas! nor Mendes, nor this letter, nor any 
mortal tongue can defcribe the troubles and fufferings 
of mind and body which I have endured, nor the dan- 
gers and miferies to which my fon, my brothers and my 
friends are expofed! For more than ten mofiths have 
-we lain in the open air, on‘the decks of our veflels, run 
aground on the.coaft and faftened together. ‘Irhofe of 
my people who have kept their health have mutinicd, at 
the inftigation of Perras of Seville ; thofe who have 
remained faithful are fick and dying. We have confu- 
~med all the provifions of the Indians, fo that they have 
abandoned us—Thus famine menaces us with death. 
To thefe evils, are joined fo many aggravating circum- 
ftances, that in truth it would be difficult to find on the 
face of the earth, a being more wretched than Colum- 
bus. One would think — heaven aided the rage of 
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my envious enemies, and imputed to meas crimes my 
difcoveries and my tervices ! Oh heaven! and you, ye 
faints who inhabit it, pernt the King Don Ferdinand 
and my illuftrious fovereiga Donna Mabella, to know 
that [am the moft miferable of men, and that I have 
become fo only from my zeal for their fervice and in- 
tereit ! era 

‘* No, there.can be no fufferings equal to mine! [ 
fee with herror the approach of my deftruétion, and 
{till more that of my brave companions, who have fa- 
crificedall tofollow me. ~~ | : 

“ Almoft finking under the weight of my mifery, 
what avails the title of viceroy and perpetual admiral, 
except to render me more odious in the fight of the 
Spanifh nation? ,It is evident that every thing con- 
fpires to fhorten the thread of my life; for befides that 
Iam old and cruelly tormented with the gout, I lan- 
guifh and expire under other infirmities. Among fa- 
vages, with whom [I find neither remedies or aliments 
for the body, nor priefts nor facraments for the foul :— 
In the midit of rebel crews, with my fon, my brother, 
my friends fick and perifhing with pain and hunger, 
and deprived,even. of the fuccour of the Indians. 

“© The bifhop of St. Domingo fent a meffenger here, 
but it was rather to inform himfelf whether I was dead, 
than to offer me.affiftance, for his people neither bro’t 
or would receive.a letter, and refufed even to fpeak te 
us; from whichI conclude, that my enemies are wait- 
ing with. the expedlation that my voyages and my life 
will terminate here. 

‘© Blefled mother of God, who compaffionates the 
unhappy. and the opprefled ; why was I not fuffered to 
perifh when Cenell Bovadilla ravifhed from us, my bro- 
ther and myfelf, the gold we had fo dearly acquired, and 
fent us to Spain,.loaded with chains, without the leaf 
pretence of juftice, or the fhadow of a crime? 

“« Thefe chains are the only treafures which remain, 
and i will have them interred in my tomb, if a tomb is 
allowed me! For I with for the honor of the Spanith 
name, thatthe remembrance of an att fo tyrannical and 


unjuft fhould be buried with me. : 
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«My death would have deprived Ovanda of the fa- 
tidfadtion of fecing us ten or twelve months afterwards 
fail the victiins of the eavy of men, as inexorable as 
the fatality of circiimitances. “Ah! holy mother of 
God, let not the Cattilian name be tarniihed with new 
infamy— .et no future ages know that there exifted 
meri fo vile; fo cowardly, as tofeek to recommend them- 
felves to Ferdinand, by deflroying the too unfortunate 
Columbus, not for his crimes, but for his excluiive 
right to the glory of having difcovered and given a new 
weld to Spain. 

** Great God, it was thy work. It was thou ea 
didtinfpire and guide mé in tl is enter pri ize; take then 
pity on me, and foften in my favor thole hearts which 
{irl feel the fentinients of humanity and juftice. 

* And you ye blefied fpirits, who know my inno- 
cence and fee my fufferings, have compaffion on the 
ave in which I live, tco envious and too much hardened 
in vice to be affected by my fate. 

** No hope remains to’confole me, but my reliance 
on the piety and juftice of future generations ;'they 
certainly will pity me, when they fhali learn that at 
my colt and expence, at the rifque and peril of my life, 
and that of my brother, and with the little aid from the 
crown of Spain, I have rendered to it in the fpace of 
twelve years, and during our voyages, fervices, fuch as 
mortal never before rendered to his king and country, 
and that the only recompénce I have received, i is to be 
left to perifh, after having {tripped me of every thing 
but my irons; fo that the man who gave a world to 
Spain, has noc a cabbit in which he can fhelter him- 
felf or his wretched family ! 

‘“* Good angels! protectors of the innocent and op- 
prefled! bear this letter to my auguft miftrefs ; the 
knows all [ have fuffered for her glory and her fervice, 
and fhe will be humane and juft enough, to fnatch from 
mifery the fon and brother of the many who has opened 
to Spain fuch inexhauftable fources of wealth; who 
has added to his dominions kingdoms and empires of 
unknown extent: fhe will not fuffer them to beg the 
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bread they eat. If fhe ftill lives, fhe will dread, leaft 
the cruelty and ingratitude with which I have been 
treated, may provoke the anger of heaven to punifha 
fucceeding generation for the tranfgrefions of their 
fathers, by permitting other nations to defpoil the Spa- 


nifh empire of the riches and the world which I have 
difcovered,” 


A LETTER FROM EDWIN TOHIS SISTER. 


P—Colleze, Fuly, 1803. 
NY DEAR MARTA, 

IN compliance with your requeft, I 
now with pleafure lay afide my fiudies, to continue my 
remarks upon the degrading e fituation of your fex ; and 

t out to ys a: the mecefiity of ed; cation, as the 
only means of refcuing their woated dignity.a and hap- 
pinefs. To give youa jut idea of your nature, your 
duty as a member of civilized community ; and to in- 
troduce you to fociety, not in the hagg pea form of de- 
bafed ignorance, but with a mein and air b eaming with 
divinity, ‘will ever be to me an abject of the firit im- 
portance. ‘To find-you {till alive: to-wifdom’s beauties, 
and animated with an increafed ambition for literary 
celebrity, argues much in favor of your refined tafle 
and future felicity. The refpectable fituation which 
females ought everto be anxious of occupying in foci- 
ety, and the influence they might have over the conduct 
and actions of men, and I may add the pleafures they 
might anticipate in, the want of mental culture has in 
a erent meafure deprived them of. It is true their fo- 
ciety is ftill courted by men—but, alas ! it is not to lifs 
ten to or participate in profound argument, or to be im- 
proved by ufeful enquirtes, or charmed by lively flathes 
-of wit, that they. refort to theic company. No! un- 
fortunately want of proper education has rendered 
them generally ftrangers to thofe noble attributes of 
the human charaéter: and habit has taught men never 
to expect it, in which they are feldom agreeably difap- 
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pointed. Indeed Maria, were the generality of men 
queftioned as to the inducement which in general leads 
them to court female fociety, there are few I believe 
would be capable of affigning any rational or fatisfacto- 
ry anfwer, unlefs reforting to their animal natures, and 
admitting the triumph of animal appetites over their 
underitandings: principals equaliy degrading to both 
fexes,and which are too generally the only inducement 
to their union. Hence, for the want of thofe human- 
izing a‘TeClions, which are the ~ ebulitions of an im- 
prov ved mind; to fultaim and cherif thofe natural defires, 
the demon of difcord enters the peewee of marriage, 

and potions with his peltiferous breath every opening 
joy. Hence alfo are females viewed as weak and irra- 
tional beings, and what remiflnefs alone has made them, 
is frequently adduced by fuperficial reafoners as a proef 
of their natur al infer arity of in tellect. As if con- 
fcious of their natural imbect) the book of know. 
ledge by them is kept facredly clafped ; their minds im- 


prifoned i in their own little tenements,are incapable of 


roving abroad for impf.‘Vement, ard curiofity, rarely 


excited | by thought or information, feldom moves on the’ 


ftagnant lake of ignorance. Indeed, my dear iter, [ 
bluilr for my fex, in reflecting how'much they have it in 
their power, and the little they do for women. It has 


ever been the unjuft, andI may add, irrational policy of 


fathers, to adorn the mind of the fon, to the A ste to- 
tal neglea of that ofthe daughter, to. whom. they be: 
lieve a few gaudy trappings ‘and fuperficial accomplith- 
ments. are all tliat Gré requiite to render her happy 


and refpectable through life. But how abfurd the idea ! - 


It is true a brilltant drets will adorn the perfon, and tu- 
peritcial : .ccomplifhme nts*may excite admiration; but 
ates ' this admiration is the mere effemcra of the day, 
which, by intimacy of acquaintance, will quickly fub- 
fi is ; andthe tinfel veil of vain. grandeur, which at 


fict ob{cured froni our view the imbecility of mind, will | 


quickly be withdrawn, and difplay in its true colours 
the contemptible object that pi iat beneath its fhade.— 
But a cultivated mind is a jewel (though feldom found 
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in the female world) whofe luftre time will not tarnifh, 
and which ‘intimacy of acquaintance will render ftill - 
more brilliant. 
There are but few, Maria, that have naturally a tafte 
for reading ; -it requires mucli cave and attention, and - 
fometimes even co:mpulfion to introiuce the young 
mind to its refined pleafures. “This care and attention 
is invariably beftowed upon: the fon, wil? the daughter 
is treated as an inferior animal of creation, unworthy 
the trouble. . Thus are young ladies, iutfvred to grow 
,up the mere children of nature in underftanding, and 
when arrived wt years of maturity, when energy of 
mind is fought for, they are found but litle fuperior in 
‘real mental excellence to the infant inthe cradle—Yet 
when arrived at this age, when we would naturally ex- 
pest them, of themfelves, to-turn their attention te- 
the cultivation of their minds, (for furely the many in- 
ftances, in which they mult nec: effarily have experienc- 
ed-their i incaprcity to participate in the converfation 
of literary circles, and the many occafions on which 
they have hid caufe-to blufh-on account of ther: imbe- - 
cility, ought to be a fuficient nicentive to roufe their 
noble pr ide) fo impotent is the fenfibility produced by a 
mere polihof manners, compared with the feniibility 
or a cultivated underftanding, that we find them i 
devoid of feeling, and inteatibte to fhame, even on th 
wing of pleature, puriuing amufements degrading to 
human dignity. - 
(Fo be Continued.) 
— $e 
The following pathetic elegy was composed by Mir Mu-- 
banmed Husain, a learned philosopher and scbholar.— 
It is contained in the Asiatic Researches. ° 


1. NEVER, O! never fhalt I forget. the fair one 
who came to-my tent with timid circumfpedtion. 

2s Sleep fit heavy on-her-eyelids, and her heart fal- 
tered with fear.” 

3. She had marked the dragons of her tribe (42 he 
= -) and had difmiffed all dread of danger trem 
them, - 
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4. She had laid afide the rings which ufed to grace 
‘ eher ancles, left the found of them fhould expofe her to 
calamity. 
5. She deplored the darknefs of the way which hid 
from her the morning ftar. 
6. It wasa night when. the-eye-lafhes of the Moon 
were tinged with the black powder of the gloon— 
. A night when thou mighteit have feen the clouds 
like ‘caméls eagerly grazing oa the itars-— 
8. While.the eyes of heaven wept on the bright bor- 
ders of the fky— 
9. The lightning difplayed: his fhining teeth with 
wonder at this change in the firmament— 
10. And-the thunder almoft burft-the ears of the 
deafened rocks. 
11. She was defirous of embracing me, but through 
—* declined my embrace. 
‘Tears bedewed her cheeks, and to my eyes wa- 
eink a bower of rofes. 
13. Wher fhe f{pake, her panting fighs blew. flames 


into my heart. 


14. She continued expoftulating -with me on. my ex-: 


ceflive defire to travel. 

18, Thou -haft melted my heart, fhe faid, and made it 
feel inexprefitble anguifh. 

16. ‘Thou art perverfe in thy conduct to her whe 
loves thee, and obfequious to thy guileful advifers. 

37. Theu goeft round from -country.to country, and 
art never pleafed with a fixed relidence. 

18. One-while the feas-roll with thee, and another 
while thou art agitated on the fhore. 

19. What fruit, but painful fatigue, can. avife. from 
rambling over foreign regions ? 

20, Haft thou affociated thyfelf with the wild Ante- 
~_ of the defert, and forgotten the tame deer ? 

. Art thou weary then of our neighbourhood? O ! 


woe ne him who flees-from his beloved ! 


22. Have pity at-length on my afflicted heart, which 
feeks relief and cannot obtainit. 
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160 Maternal Affection. 
MATERNAL AFFECTION. 


. ASAILOR of Martinique married a young woman, 
as virtuous.as fle was. beautiful—and fhe, having ex- 
pended all the little money her hufband had left her be- 
fore he embarked, had recourfe to a wealthy citizen, to 
whofe proteétion fhe had been confided. ‘Ihe citizen 
enflamed with the charms of the fair borrower, deman- 
ded, asthe priceof his fervices, the furrender of her 
virtue. Relying on the hope of her hufband’s return, 
and fhuddering with indignation at. the propolal, the in- 
fulted woman refafed without hefitation. The failor 
did not arrive—and in a few days, all the refources of 
this unhappy woman were exhauited—wunt too clearly 
made her fenfible of ,her fituation—ihe was a mother! 
and dreaded to behold one infant perith at that breatt 
which had nourifhed it, and the other whofe maturer 
years called for bread, expire of hunger before her—ihe 
fought the tyrant again, in hopes of foftening him.— 
But prayers. and tears could obtain nothing froin the 


barbarian—‘he was forced to capitulate—and vanquith- 


ed by neceflity, fhe. permitted him to come to fupper 
with her. After a meal which was fpiritlefs, the citi- 
zen preffed her to fulfil her promife.-—T he poor woman 
took him tothe cradle where the child was fleeping, and 
then preffing it to her bofom, her eyes full of tears, fhe 
faid to it—* Drink my dear babe ! drink my dear, free- 
“ ly ; thou yet receives.the milk of a virtuous woman, 
*“* whom neceflity alone ftabs to the heart. To-mor- 
“ row, for alas! I cannot.wean thee—to- morrow ! thou 
« wilt drink.the milk of an unhappy”——her tears fi- 
nifhed the fentence. The citizen beheli—and was 
moved at the fight. ‘Fhrowing his purfe at her feet, he 


exclaimed—“ It is not poilible to refirt fo much virtue !” 


SPANISH PROVERBS, 7 
A wall between both beft preferves friendfhip. 


Setting down in writing is a lafting memory. 
A's you ufe your father, fo your children will afe you. 
One pin for your purfe and two ior ) our mouth. 
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